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R.E Policy

Vision and Values

Our vision is that children are nurtured to love learning, love one another and love God.

‘Love learning, love one another, love God.’

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighbour as yourself
(Mark 12)
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Holy Trinity School is a Church of England Primary and Nursery School, with Holy Trinity Church, Sheen Park, as the

foundation church. Religious Education (RE) is seen at the heart of Christian distinctiveness at Holy Trinity and is

central to school effectiveness. As such, R.E. is given priority as a core subject in the curriculum. RE and worship are in

accordance with the teaching of the Church of England. The Southwark Diocesan Board of Education has produced a

syllabus for RE comprising units of study, exploring religious concepts, for the teaching of Christianity, Judaism,

Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism, across the school. It clearly identifies opportunities for pupils to both learn

about religion and learn from religion.

Aims

To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of core beliefs,
using an approach that critically engages with biblical texts.

To develop some knowledge and understanding of the other main world faiths represented in the United
Kingdom, applying an understanding of religion to develop respect, empathy and sensitivity towards all people.
To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience.

To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of
individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places.

To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.

In RE every child has the right to:

flourish and to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). It will help educate for dignity and respect, encouraging all to
live well together.

study Christianity as a living and diverse faith, focused on the teaching of Jesus and the Church.

learn a range of religions and worldviews, fostering respect for others.

acquire a rich, deep knowledge and understanding of Christian belief and practice.

be engaged and challenged through exploring core concepts and questions.

be provided with meaningful activities in RE.

be able to access RE, regardless of any additional needs they may have.

develop a wide range of skills including enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection.

have a safe space to explore their own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical ways of seeing, living and thinking,

believing and belonging.

Staff knowledge and expertise

It should be a priority in Church schools to build up staff expertise in RE specifically, but not exclusively, working

towards:
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¢ at least one member of staff having RE qualifications or receiving specialist training.

» all staff teaching RE have access to subject-specific professional development, through staff meetings but also
specific training for teachers new to teaching RE in a Church of England School.

¢ all staff teaching RE know how to create and maintain classrooms in which academic rigour is balanced with respect
for different personal beliefs and identities.

¢ all teaching staff and governors understand the distinctive role and purpose of RE within church schools.

¢ having a governing body that monitors standards in RE effectively.

Partnership with our wider community

Teachers in Church schools belong to a wider educational and church community. They are entitled to expect positive
support in providing effective and excellent religious education from:

¢ a named member of staff responsible for religious education.

¢ their senior management team and their governing body, especially their foundation governors.

¢ their local Diocesan Board of Education, including a school’s adviser with an appropriate religious education
background.

¢ the Church of England Education Office.

¢ |ocal clergy and other ministers and Christian communities.

RE syllabus

Religious Education consists of ‘learning about’ and ‘learning from’ religion, with an emphasis on Christianity. There

are three main areas:

e Religious belief and practices
e Relating knowledge and understanding gained from a study of religion to experiences of life

e Developing children’s spiritual and moral understanding
Syllabus

The syllabus for Religious Education is based on the guidelines issued by the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education.
In the Foundation Stage, pupils learn in RE from a broadly Christian perspective. From Year 1 onwards, the pupils learn
about Christianity for two-thirds of their time (equivalent to two term’s learning) and one or more other faiths for the

remaining third of their time (equivalent to one term’s learning).
The themes of Christmas and Easter are revisited in increasing depth and complexity as the pupils mature.

Our Long Term Plan ensures that each year group has a good balance of faiths other than Christianity.
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RE expectations

Lessons

RE is taught weekly in the Early Years Foundation Stage (in Reception). Sometimes activities are done as a whole

class during the RE lesson and sometimes activities are done as part of their continuous provision.

RE is taught for a minimum of forty-five minutes per week in Key Stage One and one hour per week in Key Stage
Two. Additional time is also given to RE learning through visits to places of worship and through people visiting the
school to enhance and support RE lessons. This means that over the year, RE amounts to a minimum of 5% of the
school’s teaching time.

Children are given opportunities to learn using a variety of methods, such as whole class or group discussion, use
of artefacts, pictures and images, role play and drama, visits to places of worship and visitors to school from
different faith communities.

When appropriate, links are made to other areas of the curriculum.

When Google Slides are used, the slides are to be purposeful and child-friendly and are only to have meaningful

information on the

Each class from Reception up to Year 6 has a class RE book where RE learning is recorded when appropriate.
RE books for each class travel through the school with them and so each year group should have their RE books

beginning from their time in Reception.

Assessment, tracking and record keeping

Information about children’s learning in RE is included in each pupil’s end-of-year report.
Assessment in RE is based on teacher judgements. The assessments are based on two areas; ‘learning about

religion” and ‘learning from religion’.

How we share the children’s RE learning in the classroom/school

Each class has their own ‘RE’ display board, ‘Prayer’ display board as well as ‘RE Faith books’ which follow the

children’s class throughout their time at Holy Trinity.

Continual professional development

The Subject Leader attends the RE Conferences organised by the SDBE twice a year, to keep updated on good

practice in RE and developments in the teaching of the subject.
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e Staff CPD ensures all staff are confident to deliver their curriculum and that our children receive the most effective
and engaging RE possible.
e Staff are given the opportunity to attend RE courses run by the SDBE, particularly those who are new to teaching

in a Church School.
Inclusion and equal opportunities

e All pupils, irrespective of their faith background, are encouraged to take a full and active part in all activities.
e Children with special educational needs are supported according to their individual needs and teaching/learning is

adapted if needed so that they can access the curriculum.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

As part of RE, we support the children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Spiritual development is seen as “the development of the awareness that there is something more to life than meets
the eye, something more than the material, something more than the obvious, something to wonder, something to

respond to”. (Terence Copley, 1989)

Moral development relates to the children’s knowledge, understanding, attitudes and behaviour relating to right and

wrong.

Social development relates to the children’s acquisition of knowledge and understanding, which enables them to act

responsibly and to play a positive role within their own social world.

Cultural development relates to children’s increasing understanding of the beliefs, knowledge and skills, which
together form their identity and the cultures of others. Cultural diversity within the school community at Holy Trinity

School is recognised and celebrated where appropriate.

Intent, Implementation, Impact

Intent Implementation Impact
e Termly learning e High-quality teaching and learning
e Give children valuable insights into
walks e Impact of pupil voice
the diverse beliefs and opinions held
e Termly book looks ® Impact of data
by people.
e Consistent and e Share areas for development with
sequential planning staff and give support where needed
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e Support personal development and e Termly pupil voice o Feedback on termly subject leader

an understanding of the SMSC issues | ® Key vocabulary reports

that arise. e RE focused visits e Update action plan where appropriate
e Enable children to ask and discuss e High-quality

challenging questions resources
e Encourage children to value e CPD for staff

themselves and the communities in
which they live.
e Encourage children to form their

own faith and beliefs.

Parental right to withdraw

Every pupil has a legal entitlement to RE and forms part of our broad and balanced curriculum. It is a subject that has
to be provided by all state-funded schools in England. Holy Trinity C E is a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary
School, where Christian values and principles underpin the whole curriculum. In order to preserve the distinctiveness
of this church school community, we encourage everyone to be involved in Religious Education. However, parents who
have concerns about this should discuss them with the Head Teacher or Chair of Governors before their children are
admitted to the school. Holy Trinity seeks to be an inclusive community but recognises that parents and carers have

the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience.
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