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Welcome to the Christmas edition of 
Kingfisher Frenzy! 

What a strange year 2020 has been. We 
have all adjusted to a very different way 
of operating, both at school and at home, 
with lots of new rules and restrictions. 

But these restrictions have done nothing 
to deter our eager Year 6 team of writers 
and artists who have been working hard 
to bring you news and views from around 
the school. 

Find out about the success of the School 
Street (page 3), uncover HT’s Victorian past 
(page 4), try some festive baking (page 
8) and see if you can identify all of the 

beautiful children pictured on page 7! 

Wishing you a very happy Christmas from 
the Frenzy team: (clockwise, L to R) Nahla, 
Lara, Mia, Lucas, Tristan, Grace, Charlotte, 
Lois, Livia, Alice, Mar and Ava.

HT works up a sweat 
with Joe Wicks 
Holy Trinity pupils and staff donned their 
gym kits in November when we won a 
personal workout with PE guru Joe Wicks. 

Mr Callaghan entered our school into a 
competition being run 
by the BBC to win the 
personal video session 
with Joe. We were one 
of 10 schools across the 
country who were lucky 
enough to win. 

After Joe's success of being the nation's PE 
teacher during the first lockdown in March, 
Mr Callaghan thought it would be an 
excellent opportunity for the school to join 
him for a workout.

The BBC launched the competition as part 
of Children In Need and Mr Callaghan 
registered our interest and answered a few 
questions about what we were doing for 
the charity event. 

Joe Wicks is an inspirational person who 
used to be a PE teacher, but decided to 
set up his own business that turned him 
into the Body Coach, training people and 
showing them what they should be eating 
to be fit and healthy. 

The meeting with Joe took place 
on the 25th November 2020 and is  
definitely something for the school to 
remember for sometime to come.

Grace Stylianou

Spread some festive cheer this Christmas  

Pupils and staff at Holy Trinity school are 
trying to help others and the environment 
this Christmas. 

We have been doing a reverse advent 
calendar to collect gifts that will be donated 
to the Vineyard Community Project, a 
charity that helps the homeless, the elderly 
and people with mental health issues. 

Each day in December, someone from each 
class has brought in a gift and put it under 
their class Christmas tree. Gifts include 
warm scarves and hats and toiletries.

Mrs Reynolds did a reverse advent calendar 
with Year 3 last year, and says it was so 
successful it has been rolled out to the 
whole school this year. 

“The reverse advent calendar provides an 
opportunity for the children to think about 
Christmas as a time for giving and not just 
receiving presents,” Mrs Reynolds said.

“It’s an opportunity to reflect and think 
about those in our community who 
are vulnerable and may be struggling at 
Christmas. Each gift given by the children 
will hopefully bring a little cheer to the 

guests visiting the Vineyard Community 
Project over the Christmas period and let 
them know we care,” she said. 

At the same time, pupils and staff have 
been encouraged to reduce, (re)love and 
recycle this Christmas to minimise our 
impact on the environment. 

Around 33 million trees will be used to 
make Christmas  cards this year, and the UK 
will use 227,000 miles of wrapping paper 
this festive season. 

“We want to encourage people to recycle 
as a last resort,” said Mr Aylward, who is 
leading the project. People should first try 
to reduce their consumption, and then see 
what they can (re)love or repurpose.  

He suggests buying biodegradable or 
recyclable wrapping paper or be more 
creative and wrap gifts in tea towels that 
will serve a purpose after Christmas. 

“You can make small changes that can make 
a positive impact on our environment,” 
Mr Aylward said.

Lara De Silva and Alice Leigh 



We wage war 
against germs! 
While a vaccine has now been developed 
to protect us against Coronavirus, the virus 
has not been eradicated and it is crucial 
you wash your hands to reduce your 
chances of getting the virus. 

Good hand hygiene is not just protecting 
you against Covid. The science has been 
clear for years: washing your hands can 
reduce the chances of getting sick, but we 
don’t do it enough. 

A recently published study estimates that if 
everyone washed their hands regularly, we 
could save a million lives each year. What’s 
more, when you don’t wash your hands, 
you are helping bad bacteria that make us 
ill, to grow and spread. 

Bacteria are tiny organisms that exist 
in every environment, both inside and 
outside other organisms. However, while 
some are harmful, most serve a purpose. 
They support plant and animal life and 
are used in the industrial and medical 
industries. Although they have a bad 

Lewis Hamilton puts his foot down 
and races into the history books        
In November we learnt about lots of 
inspirational black people as part of Black 
History Month. 

Each class looked at a different person from 
history and presented their findings to the 
rest of the school in assembly. 

We learnt about the lives of Mary Seacole, 
Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Ruby 
Bridges and Harriet Tubman, among others.  

Someone none of our classes focused on 
is Lewis Hamilton, a black Formula 1 driver 
who has just re–written the history books 
by becoming the most successful racing 
driver of all time. 

Lewis Carl Davidson Hamilton was born 
on the 7th January 1985 in Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire. He drives for the Mercedes 
AMG Petronas team.

In November he won the Turkish Grand 
Prix and a seventh World Champion title, 
equalling a record set by another driver 
called Michael Schumacher. 

But Lewis Hamilton holds the record for 
most Grand Prix races won (95), most pole 
positions (where people start first) with 98, 
and more points than any other driver. 

Lewis Hamilton started his driving career 
racing go–karts when he was six–years–old. 

Now he earns a salary of £40 million a year. 

Lucas Fanuel 

Revamped 
award system  
praises values
Holy Trinity School has revamped its award 
system and replaced the old star of the 
week certificates with new ones based on 
our school values. 

Each week two children from each class 
from Years 1 to 6 are chosen as value 
champions, celebrating something they 
have done to demonstrate one of our 
values of love, community and aspiration. 
Mrs Bateman announces who has won in 
celebration assembly on Thursday. 

“We spent a lot of time thinking about our 
core values and choosing them last year,” 
Mrs Bateman told Kingfisher Frenzy. “Our 
chosen values are inclusive of all faiths and 
beliefs and l want them to be at the heart 
of all that we say and do.”

“By celebrating our values champions each 
week, it is helping us all to think about ways 
in which we are able to show our values 
in action in school, and beyond, and the 
difference it can make when we try to live 
them out,” she said. 

A different value is represented each week. 
The teachers of Holy Trinity look out for 
someone who shows whatever value we 
are focusing on throughout the week.  

The values are important for many reasons. 
They show people how to act and how 
we should behave towards each other. 
The decisions we make every day are a 
reflection of our school values.

Mrs Bateman says she thinks the new 
awards system “is going very well”. Pupils 
are passionate about our values and hope 
to win an award every week. 

Ava Nguyen

NEWS

reputation, they actually do a lot of good!   

Back to the bad ones. What is the dirtiest 
place you can think of? A Toilet seat? 

Toilet seats are actually pretty clean. 
According to microbiologist and author 
Jason Tetro, the average loo seat has 
around 1,000 bacteria per square inch. 
This may sound a lot, but there are likely 
hundreds of thousands per square inch on a 
sink, and millions on your shoes.

And have you ever considered your phone 
to be a bacteria battle ground?
Well, a mobile phone goes almost 

everywhere with adults – even into the 
bathroom.  As a result, it could be up to 10 
times dirtier than a toilet seat! It could even 
be carrying E. coli on it. That’s a bacteria 
that can give you diarrhoea and stomach 
cramps and can live for hours on a warm 
surface like your phone. 

The solution: make sure you wash your 
hands with soap after you go! And clean 
your phone!

Lucas Fanuel 

Picture: Tristan Da Silva-Safi 

Photo: Mrs Tompkins made this giant soap 
bottle with children during lockdown
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HT pupils ditch their cars 
in favour of their legs  
Almost 70 Holy Trinity pupils say they have changed the way 
they get to school as a result of the new School Street scheme, 
according to a survey by Kingfisher Frenzy. 

Carrington Road became a School Street (where cars are not 
allowed to drive during school pick–up and collection times) – at 
the beginning of October. Less traffic on the street makes it safer, 
healthier and better for the environment. 

Kingfisher Frenzy asked 13 classes how they get to school and 69 
children – that’s over two classes – said they have changed the way 
they walk to school as a result of the new School Street scheme. 

According to our survey, only 80 children still drive to school. 

Miss Ashby says turning Carrington Road into a School Street has 
been a “huge success”. 

“We have had a very positive response from our local community,” 
she said. 

“It has meant that Carrington Road is far safer for our children and 
families to walk along and it has really reduced congestion, which is 
also good for our environment,” Miss Ashby continued. 

“I have definitely noticed an increase in the number of bikes 
and particularly scooters that arrive at school which, alongside 
increasing numbers of people walking, must support our physical 
and mental health.” (See blue box for more details.)

Walking, cycling or scooting to school is much healthier because we 
are doing more exercise and less cars mean less fumes, which is 
good for us and the environment. 

Our survey found that 169 pupils walk to school, while seven people 
go by bus or train to school, 84 scoot and 24 cycle. Some people 
don't drive all the way, but they park somewhere like Sainsbury’s 
and walk the rest of the way.    

Lara De Silva 

NEWS

How is 
exercise good 
for you? 
Exercising is very important to the human 
body. Walking, scooting or cycling to 
school can improve your physical health 
and your mental wellbeing. There are 
many benefits to regular exercise: 

•  Helps you focus better 

•  Improves your confidence

•  Reduces stress

•  Reduces anxiety

•  Helps you sleep better 

•  Boosts brain power

•  Increases well being

As you can see there are lots of advantages 
to exercise. And you should always try to 
exercise when you can.

 Alice LeighQ
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QUIZ
The School Streets scheme means more of us are cycling 
to school. It is very important to be safe and understand 
the rules of the road. 

Take our quiz to see if you know what to do when you see 
these signs. 

Quiz compiled by Alice Leigh 
Artwork by Nahla Laycock

Picture: Tristan Da Silva-Safi 

1.

2. 3.

5. 6.

4.
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Holy Trinity celebrates 150th birthday 

2020 marked the 150th anniversary of the 
opening of Holy Trinity School.

Holy Trinity is a happy, friendly school but it 
has changed a lot since it opened in 1870. 

Mrs Auton and Miss Ridall both went to 
HT when they were children, and Miss 
Ridall’s – who has worked here for 21 years 
– children also attended. They both say it 
was very different to the school we know 
and love today. 

The school only moved to its current site 
in the 1970’s and was extended around 10 
years ago. 

“When I first started at Holy Trinity, I went 
to the old Victorian school on the Lower 
Mortlake Road,” Mrs Auton said. “I lived in 
Carrington Road as a child, and I watched 
the new school being built, but it looked 
different when I came here.”

The building used to be much smaller and 
there were two cloakrooms, one for the 
girls and one for the boys. There wasn’t a 
Nursery or a Reception class, and children 
attended from Years 1 to 7.  

Mrs Auton says there were up to 35 
children in a class. “The teaching is also 
very different,” she said. “Learning today is 
taught in a more child–friendly way.”

The school uniform has also changed. The 
students wore a white shirt with a dark 
navy/yellow striped tie with a navy jumper 
and the PE kit consisted of navy shorts and 
a gold t-shirt. 

Children didn't bring packed lunches and 
everyone had a hot school lunch. At break 
time the students were given a glass of milk 
that was delivered daily, instead of fruit. 

But not everything is different. “Believe it or 
not, the apparatus in the hall today are the 
originals and even some of the benches,” 
Miss Ridall said. “They have obviously been 
well looked after. We also had the vicar 
from HT church come and visit and sings 
songs with us.”

May our school live on and teach many 
more children in the future. 

Ava Nguyen

Punishment 1870-style
Have you ever thought that 
missing breaktime or lunchtime 
is a harsh punishment? 

Well good job you didn’t go to a 
Victorian school in 1870!

In the Victorian era not all 
children had the opportunity to 
go attend school. Many wealthy 
families educated their children 
at home, particularly if they 
were girls.

Punishments for those who 
did go were harsh and children 
were often hit with a stick called 
a cane if they did something 
wrong or spoke out of turn. 

Students could be given the 
cane for variety of reasons such 
as being rude, lying, missing 
school, laziness or leaving the 
room without permission.

Sometimes teachers would dip 
children’s fingers in mustard if 
they bit their nails, and if you 
answered a question incorrectly 
you would be made to wear the 
dunce's hat and sit in the corner 
of the classroom. 

Sometimes, if a pupil was 
fiddling in class, they would 
wear finger cuffs to stop them. 

Lois Cullen

FRENZY FEATURE

1870 ...
When our school opened in 1870, the 
world was a very different place. When the 
first children started at Holy Trinity School: 

•  Queen Victoria was on the throne 

•  William Gladstone was Prime Minister 

•  Author Charles Dickens died 

•  Russian dictator Vladimir Lenin was born

•  The first international football match was   

    played between England and Scotland

•  The British Red Cross was founded 

•  The Franco Prussian war between France 

    and Germany took place 

•  The first underground train in the world 

    ran in a tunnel under the river Thames in 

    London 

•  The Post Office introduced postcards for 

    the first time

•  The Married Women’s Property Act said 

    women could own their own property.

Charlotte Nicholls-Millard

The school of the future?
School life 150 years ago is a 
world away from modern day 
education. 

In 1999, Futurist Ray Kurzweil 
predicted that computers would 
be invisible by the year 2020 
while others suggested books 
and written documents would 
no longer be used, we would be 
driving flying–cars and humans 
would set foot on Mars. 

While those predictions didn’t 
turn out to be true, life in 2020 
is very different to life in 1870. 
So what will it be like in another 
150 years in 2170? We asked 
around: 

"There will be more technology 
used in lessons,” predicts 
Mar from Seal class, while 
Livia, also a Seal, envisages, 
“floating chairs.” Otter class’s 
Ava foresees, “more and bigger 
playgrounds, more activities at 
school that will be modern and 
advanced.” Classmate Charlotte 
predicts “technology-based 
schools”. 

I think, maybe we won't even 
go to school and when people 
are born, a chip will be put into 
them, so we all are born with 
intelligence. 

Grace Stylianou

Photo: Holy Trinity before the extension
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• There are 13 different species of otters    
   around the world and they live for up to  
   eight to nine years in the wild.
• There are sea otters and river otters. 
• Sea otters are social creatures that are 
   usually found in groups.  They hold hands  
   so they don't drift away from each other.
• Sea otters can hold their breath under 
   water for five minutes and river otters for  
   eight minutes.
• Otters are considered intelligent animals 
   and can stack cups, play basketball and 
   use rocks to open clams. 
• They are related to skunks, weasels,  
   wolverines and badgers.
• Newborn baby otters are called pups and 
   need lots of attention. They will stay close  
   to their mums for around six months.
• Sea otters eat about 25 per cent of their 
   body weight every day. 
• The most endangered otter is the giant 
   sea otter, with only 1,000 remaining. 

Mar Trujillo Garcia 

 

• Seals generally live for 25 to 30 years, and   
   females tend to live longer than males.
• A seal's whiskers help them find fish in 
   murky water that they normally would be 
   unable to see.
• Under a seal's fur is a layer of blubber  
   (otherwise known as fat) that helps them  
   stay warm in cold weather.
• Seals live in regions that have cold water  
   near the Arctic and Antarctic.
• Seals are generally friendly around 
   humans because they are playful, but still  
   have a natural urge to protect themselves.
• They are excellent swimmers and can 
   move at up to 18 miles per hour.
• They can stay underwater for 30 
   minutes and can dive up to 600 feet 
   below the surface.
• Baby seals are called pups.
• There are 18 species of seals in total, 
   although there may be a few 
   undiscovered species out there.

Grace Stylianou

SCIENCE & NATURE

Otters Seals

Picture: Nahla LaycockPicture: Tristan Da Silva-Safi 

destroying the places where they live. 

While David Attenborough wants countries 
to commit more money to help save 
nature, there are other things that we can 
all do to save the planet: 

• Throw away your rubbish in the  
   appropriate bin
• Buy and eat less meat to cut down on 
   greenhouse gasses
• Turn off lights if no-one is in the room
• Only buy what you need
• Reduce water waste
• Use your car less. Think, 'Can I walk   
   or cycle?' If not, use public transport.

Grace Stylianou
Kingfisher Frenzy is continuing to look at the animals that our classes are named after. 
This issue we are putting otters and seals under the microscope.

Did you know?
• Avocados are poisonous to many    

   animals including dogs, cats, and rabbits. 

• Blood travels around all your entire body   

   in 20 seconds.

• Night vision goggles are green because 

   your eyes can see more shades of green 

   than any other colour.

• Sharks cannot get sick or catch any 

   known disease.

• One bolt of lightning generates enough 

   energy to cook 100,000 slices of toast.

• If you drilled a hole straight through the 

   Earth and jumped in, it would take you 

   42 minutes and 12 seconds to get to the 

   other side. 

• A medium-sized cloud weighs as much as 

   80 elephants.

• Your brain takes in 11 million pieces 

   of information every second but is only 

   aware of 40.

• Lava can flow as fast as a sprinting 

   greyhound.

• If you drove your car to space it would 

   take about an hour.

Mia Regazzoni

The most endangered species in the world

Amur leopards are 
critically endangered. 
Only 84 remain the wild. 
This leopard subspecies 
has adapted to live in 
temperate forests and can 
travel over 37 miles per 
hour. Unfortunately, amur 
leopards are very beautiful 
and have a stunning fur 
coat that is illegally traded.

Hawksbill turtles have a 
beautiful yellow and brown 
spotted shell, and many 
people are selling them to 
tourists, which is extremely 
popular in Jamacia. Even 
though the International 
Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) are trying to 
stop this illegal trading.

Black rhinos are also in 
the critically endangered 
category and are hunted 
for their two horns. War 
and other conflicts have 
delayed and reduced the 
amount of help getting to 
black rhinos and now only 
5,600 remain in the world.

Livia van den Brink

Act now to save the planet 
Sir David Attenborough is calling on 
countries around the world to halt the 
destruction of nature and save the planet. 

Sir David, an inspirational figure who lives 
in Richmond, is calling for an annual global 
investment of £500 billion to save species 
that may be endangered and to stop their 
habitats being destroyed. 

“Our natural world is under greater 
pressure now than at any time in human 
history, and the future of the planet – on 
which every single one of us depends – is in 
grave jeopardy,” 94–year–old Sir David said. 

“The loss of biodiversity and the 
degradation of ecosystems pose a major 
risk to human survival and

development,” he said. “It falls to all of us 
to act together, and urgently turn the Earth 
into a beautiful homeland for all creatures 
to live in harmony.”

There are 41,415 species on the 
endangered list and 16,306 of those species 
are threatened with imminent extinction, 
a lot of them at risk because people are 
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Holes by Louis Sachar

Holes is the amazing first book 
of a two-book series about a 
boy called Stanley Yelnats the 
4th. He was framed for a crime 
he didn't commit and is sent to 
a juvenile delinquent detention 
camp called Camp Green Lake 
where they treat the children 
very badly. There are two parts 
of this story – one is set about 
100 years ago and one in the 
present day. There are so many 
great aspects of this book and I 
can't name them all, but it is a 
dramatic story and it keeps you 
on your toes. You don't know 
what will happen next and it 
has a great ending. I highly 
recommend it and the second 
book too. 

Frenzy rating: 9/10
Charlotte Nicholls-Millard

Dog Man by Dav Pilkey 

Dog Man is a truly a thrilling 
series of novels about the 
city's greatest hero and cop. 
The stories thrive on their 
humour and one–liners and 
draw its inspiration from 
classic books including For 
Whom the Bell Tolls, Lord 
of the Flies, Call of the Wild 
and Crime and Punishment. 
Author Dav Pilkey also created 
Captain Underpants. Dog 
Man is starting to get more 
recognition as the hilarious 
comic it truly is. The story is 
set in a city but there is a tragic 
accident involving a bomb that 
puts the city's best cop Officer 
Knight and Greg the Dog, 
in hospital. When all hope 
seems lost, Nurse Lady has an 
amazing idea!

Frenzy Rating: 10/10
Lois Cullen

Simon Thorn by 
Aimée Carter

Simon Thorn is simply a superb 
series of adventure stories 
about a boy who discovers he 
is an Animalgan, which means 
someone who can shapeshift 
and turn into other creatures 
or beings. Simon is a 12–
year–old boy who has a huge 
secret – he can talk to animals. 
This book is an action-packed 
page turner with moments of 
humour, that is suited to all 
ages. It is perfect for fans of 
the Spirit Animals and general 
adventure–liking people. In 
my opinion, Simon Thorn is a 
hero worthy of a young Harry 
Potter. When you stop reading 
you just want to read more 
and more. A Year 6 student 
described the book as, “the 
best book I have ever read”. 

Frenzy Rating: 10/10
Lucas Fanuel

Hilda by Luke Pearson

Hilda is a series of graphic 
novels and now a Netflix 
television series created by the 
talented author and illustrator 
Luke Pearson. Hilda is an 
11–year–old–girl who is very 
adventurous with a free spirit 
and beautiful blue hair. She 
has lived her whole life in the 
wilderness, when mysterious 
little people come and trash 
her cabin and she has to move 
to Trollburg. Throughout the 
whole series, Hilda meets a 
variety of interesting creatures 
including Woodman, Twig, 
Marra, a VERY mysterious 
library and Woffs. The 
on-screen adventures will 
continue over Christmas, as 
Season 2 is scheduled to arrive 
on Netflix on 14 December. 

Frenzy rating: 10/10
Lois Cullen

BOOKS

Picture: Nahla Laycock

REVIEWS

Year  6  judges  prestigious  award 
Nine Year 6 pupils have been selected 
to form a judging panel to help decide 
the winner of the Royal Society's Young 
People's Book Prize 2020.

The competition has been set up to 
bring science and literacy together and 
to inspire children across the country to 
be interested in science. 

Six fun and factual science books have 
been chosen and are being judged by 
over 13,000 Year 6 children and their 
teachers from 500 schools across the 
country. 

Mrs Lambert put Holy Trinity forward to 
be on the judging panel. 

“This is a brilliant competition because 
it brings science and reading together,” 
she said. 

The books being judged are: 

•  Astrophysics for Young People in a  
    Hurry, by Neil Degrasse Tyson
•  How to win a Nobel award, by Barry              
    Marshall and Lorna Hendry
•  In the Key of Code, by Aimee Lucido
•  Cats React to Science facts, by Izzi      
    Howell
•  Gut Garden, by Katie Brosnan
•  The Everyday Journey of Ordinary                  
    Things, by Libby Deutsch.

The judges will decide which book they 
like most before Christmas and submit 
their votes. The book with the most 
votes will win the prize.

Mrs Lambert says the competition – the 
first time HT has been involved – is a 
great way to improve your reading skills 
and your science knowledge. 

Year 6 pupils Amy Lennon and Apolenka 
Delevante are both judges and became 
involved with the judging because they 
go to STEM club. 

“I like reading and I go to stem club and 
the books are cool,” Amy said. Apolenka 
and Amy both say their favourite book 
so far is In the Key of Code. 

Livia van den Brink
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Have a look at this collection of gorgeous children. Do you recognise 

any of them? There are actually all pictures of HT staff when they 

were a little bit younger. Your job is to work out who they all are, and 

to have a good laugh along the way! Answers on page 8. Good luck!

Here's looking at you kid! 

1.

2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9.

10. 11. 12. 13.

14. 16. 17.

FRENZY QUIZ

15.
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Christmas might not be as busy as it usually is this year, so Kingfisher Frenzy has come up 
with some fun and festive activities to help keep you occupied. 

Snowman Cupcakes

Ingredients: 
200g of self–raising flour 

3 teaspoons baking powder

175g of butter 

250g caster sugar 

1 1/2 teaspoons of vanilla extract 

3 eggs 

175ml sour cream 

Marshmallows and black icing tube to 
decorate 

Buttercream ingredients: 
150g butter                                          

1 teaspoon vanilla extract                

300g of icing sugar                                   

3–4 tablespoons whole milk                        

Method
•  Pre-heat the oven to 180 degrees. 

•  Sift the flour and baking powder into a  
    bowl and set aside. 

•  Place the butter and sugar into a    

    bowl and beat until light and fluffy. 

•  Add the vanilla extract and then beat in 

    the eggs until well incorporated.

•  Add the dry ingredients to the rest of 

    the ingredients and mix until smooth. 

•  Add the sour cream and gently mix in,  

    but do not over mix. 

•  Spoon the mixture into the cupcake  

    cases and bake for 20 to 25 minutes until 

    well risen.  

•  To make the buttercream, put the butter  

    into a bowl and mix with the vanilla 

    extract until soft and fluffy.

•  Add half of the icing sugar and mix. 

    When combined, add the other half 

    of the icing sugar and mix well. 

•  Add milk and mix until light and fluffy. 

•  Add a marshmallow and use the icing  

    tube to make eyes and buttons. 
 
    Mia Regazzoni 

Christmas craft – Pinecone trees

    Next time you are out for a walk in the   
    woods, take a few minutes to find 
    some fallen pinecones to make 
    Christmas tree decorations. 

•  Take your pinecone and paint the outer 
    edges with green paint. Make it look   
    like a real tree by leaving the inside  
    brown. Leave to dry.
•  Take a cork if you have one, and cut it  
    in half. Glue to the bottom of the 
    pinecone to make it look like a pot. Use 
    hot glue if you have it, or PVA if not.   
    Let the glue dry.
•  Make a star and glue it to the top of 
    the pinecone. 
•  Decorate using glitter, pom poms, paint 
    or homemade decorations. 

     Mar Trujillo Garcia 

Gingerbread Men

Ingredients:
400 plain flour 

180g unsalted butter at room temperature 

125g soft dark brown sugar or 
dark muscovado sugar 

1 egg 

125g black treacle 

 ¾ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

2 teaspoons ground ginger 

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

1 1/2 teaspoons ground allspice 

¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

1 ½ teaspoons salt 

Method
Sift together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, 
ginger, cinnamon, allspice, nutmeg and salt 
into a large bowl and set aside.

Put the butter and sugar into a separate 
bowl and cream together until they are 
light and fluffy. 

Add in the egg and treacle. 

Slowly add in the flour mix. 

When combined you will have a dough that 
should be wrapped in clingfilm and put in 
the fridge and chilled ideally overnight. 

In the morning, roll out and use a cutter to 
make your gingerbread men. 

Place them on a 
floured baking 
tray and cook 
for 10 to 15 
minutes at 170 
degrees. 

When cool, 
decorate with 
icing or sweets. 

Mia Regazzoni

CHRISTMAS FUN

A Christmas poem by Mar Trujillo Garcia
The little dots

Shine bright in the sky tonight 

If you join them up, you will find the map 
to get inside 

Once inside the magic comes to life

The light dances all around 

The tiny snowflakes dance and glide like 
fairies in the midnight sky.

Why didn’t people like the new Apple 
Mac-themed advent calendars?
They didn’t have any Windows.

What do you call a smelly Santa?                       
Farter Christmas

What do you call a snowman with a six-
pack?
An abdominal snowman

Who is the most impolite reindeer?
Rude-olph

Who is never hungry at Christmas?
The turkey because he is always stuffed.

Who am I? I’m made of two colours and I 
look just like a hook. You’ll give me a lick 
but I’m not something you cook.
A candy cane

Compiled by Mar Trujillo Garcia 

Quiz Answers: 
1. Mr Auton
2. Miss Hancock
3. Miss Flynn
4. Mrs Bateman
5. Mrs Lane
6. Mrs Bell
7. Miss Lockey
8. Miss Ashby

9. Mr Brown
10. Mrs Auton
11. Mrs Campbell
12. Mr Hambling
13. Mrs Nash
14. Mr Callaghan
15. Miss Ridall
16. Miss Wilkinson
17. Mr Collett
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